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More than a home

A publication of Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat, a non-profit organization, providing residential programs and services
for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

CELEBRATION OF HEROES
COVID-19 PUT
A MAJOR STRAIN ON HEALTHCARE
WORKERS WORLDWIDE, and our ECCR
As we’ve all witnessed,

staff went through some challenging times as well.
Throughout the pandemic, our providers had to deal
with workload increases, staff shortages, and a
lack of PPE. They also had to face the risk of getting
or transmitting COVID at work. In addition, some
members of our ECCR family were lost to COVID.
All of these burdens affected the physical and
mental health of our staff.

Our incredible team provided residents with
comfort and familiarity during an uncertain time.
Staff provided excellent care by banding together
as a community and doing what was best for our
residents. Many worked double shifts, and some
worked seven days in a row, all while under isolation.
The housekeeping department diligently kept the
halls and rooms clean, sanitized, and disinfected.
Our laundry services team provided clean clothing
and bedding, and food services kept the residents
and staff fueled with nutritious food and snacks.
(continues on page 2)
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GOLF4FLO
There was a chill in the air, but that didn’t stop our golfers

CELEBRATION OF HEROES

from enjoying the day at ECCR’s Annual Golf4Flo Outing.

GOLF4FLO RESULTS

The day started with 133 participants taking part in putting
and corn hole competitions. After a BBQ lunch, everyone

(continued from page 1)

set out for a day on the course.

We celebrated our “TRUE HEROES” on September 8,
at an event consisting of four food trucks: A Slice of NJ,
Chicken and Waffles on Wheels, Good Food/Good Mood,
and The Brownie Bar. We were also able to raffle off iPads,
Apple watches, Air Buds, and a TV! A DJ was part of the
festivities as well.

The day ended with dinner, awards, and a few speeches.
Music was provided by Richard Teresi and his band. On
behalf of ECCR, we would like to express our thanks to

the Golf4Flo Committee, and especially G4F Chairman,
John Teresi, for their contributions in making the event
a success.

THANK YOU to family members, ECCR friends, and our
“wellness fund” for making it happen! We had an amazing
day honoring our true heroes!

This event would not be possible without the supporters
and participants. THANK YOU to all the golfers and to
our sponsors.

We look forward to seeing everyone at
Golf4Flo 2022 on Monday, October 3, 2022
at the Haworth Country Club.

s Winning Foursome
Scott Findlay
Luis Janota
Andy Findlay, Sr.
Charles Ho
Longest Drive
Women: Marcie Hawke
Men: Zach Smith

Platinum Sponsor: Regency Wealth Management

Closest to the Pin
Women: Sun Soon Shin
Men: Bill Sugrue

Silver Sponsors: Tarpey Group, Kuiken Brothers

Bronze Sponsors: Pumping Solutions, Shehadi Flooring,
Wells Fargo

Putting Contest: Bill Ferinde

Golf Ball Sponsor: Kreigman & Smith

Beverage Cart Sponsor: Maywood Knights of Columbus
Corn Hole Sponsor: Pumping Solutions

GOLF4FLO COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dinner Sponsor: TriPlex Industries

BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATIONS AT ECCR

Corn Hole: Daryl Rogers

Lunch Sponsor: TNTMAX

Putting Contest: Teresi Family

John Teresi, Chairman

Hole In One Sponsor: Avanti Electric

Maria Teresi

Closest to the Pin: Pumping Solutions

Ed Galenkamp

Christopher Teresi

Beat the Pro: Pumping Solutions

Table Sponsors: NY Life Insurance, NJ Roofing Co,
Columbia Bank

Marc Press

Kris Pepper

John Prol

Joan Walsh

Heather Leininger
Marlene Griffin

Kimberly Salles

Our residents are able to have celebrations with
their families again! Deanna and Sandy both
had wonderful birthday celebrations.

ECCR
More than a home

OUTREACH 2 |

NOVEMBER 2021

VOLUNTEER • DONATE • SHARE YOUR STORIES

@ ECCRetreat.org

A message from our CEO

Daryl Rogers

“And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
		
— JOHN 1:14

2021 IS A YEAR WE DEFINITELY WILL NOT FORGET.
The COVID-19 pandemic continued to test our

abilities as we adapted to a changing environment,
always assuring the highest quality of care for our
residents and employees. We faced uncertainties

and challenges, yet together we embraced them as

opportunities to learn and grow. Notwithstanding the
unusual circumstances, this was still a successful

year for ECCR. Our newest group home, the Sweetman
House in Wyckoff, is nearing completion, and its five
residents are anxiously waiting to move in. We also
anticipate beginning construction of 3 additional

group homes in North Haledon, Oakland, and Wayne
over the following months.

As we look forward to a season of reflection and
hope, there are some things that I am grateful for:
• A supportive Board of Directors who govern
this organization with diligence and love
• A team of employees who commit themselves
to their work every day
• The residents whose smiles make the long days
bright and validate the calling we have
• The generous supporters of The Retreat who
give generously and keep us often in prayer

Our day program, RAVE, has been energetically

engaging participants with activities, both indoors

and outdoors. We continue to provide respite services

• The guidance and wisdom that God graciously
gives daily to lead this wonderful organization

for residents requiring short- and long-term housing.

And as we enter this holiday season, my prayer is

the organization by providing exceptional care that’s

the Lord Jesus Christ, who came to save and redeem

And the incredible staff at ECCR remains the core of

that above all, we give thanks for the greatest gift,

overflowing with love.

people unto Himself.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS
John Prol, Pompton Plains, N.J.
John has been involved on the board for many years,
including his early involvement on the ECCR Fair
committee in the early 90’s. He served on the ECCR
board from 1999 - 2005 and from 2012 – 2108 as Board
President. John is a banker with Wells Fargo as well as
a Foundation Board member for Chilton Medical Center.
He also serves as a finance committee member for the
NJ Banker Association. John attends the Free Reformed
Church and has served on their council for 12 years,
including as past-treasurer. He and his wife Laura have 3
children and live in Pompton Plains, NJ.
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Keith Post, Hawthorne, N.J.
Keith is an electrical engineer and is employed by Post
& Kelly as principal owner. Keith has participated in
ECCR activities for many years, including the annual
beefsteak and Country Fair. He is a member at the Cedar
Hill Christian Reformed Church where he serves on the
worship committee and former church council member.
Keith and his wife Mandi have 3 children and live in
Hawthorne, NJ.

A message from our Chaplain

Yohan Lee, Lead Pastor
IMMANUEL, GOD WITH US

20 But after he had considered this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph
son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give
birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.” 22
All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had said through the prophet:
23 “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel” (which means “God
with us”).
— M AT T H E W 1 : 2 0 - 2 3 ( N I V )
Greetings, friends and family of ECCR!
The other day I was downstairs in the Bushman
building, and I noticed that a couple of our residents
were having physical therapy sessions. So as I often
do, I went over and said my hellos to the residents
as well as the therapists. On this particular afternoon,
I walked in on a particularly interesting topic of
conversation, so I lingered a little longer than I normally
would. As conversations do, we veered onto other
areas of mutual interests such as vacation spots,
nature, good books, and slew of others. After about
10 or 15 minutes of hanging out, I made the comment
that I should leave and “get some work done.” By then
one of our case managers who also joined the growing
party in P.T. rebuked me (nice church word) by
reminding me that, “Socializing is part of our jobs.
The residents like the energy in the room, and we can
learn about them by hanging out.” That was a tasty

bite of humble pie because truth be told, if anyone
should understand how important it is to simply be
present, it should be me. As a chaplain, I meet no
physical needs for our residents. I don’t help feed,
or clothe, or bathe them; I don’t help them move
or stretch tight joints, nor do I ensure they obtain
necessities like clothes, blankets, furniture, etc. So if
I forget the importance of being present, hanging out,
and just being a friend, then what purpose do I serve
our residents? I’d be as useless as an ejection seat
on a helicopter! (I googled, “as useless as...” sayings;
it was fun). But of course, I believe in faith, that God
can and does use simple things like presence and
friendship in powerful unseen ways.
In church settings, we often only think about the
theological significance of the Incarnation (God
becoming human) as it pertains to the Doctrine of the
Atonement. So we’ll talk about Christ, in his flesh,
living a perfect life so he can impute righteousness
upon us. Or we’ll talk about how Christ took the
punishment of our sin, in his flesh, on the cross. Of
course, both of these truths are necessary aspects of
the atonement, but perhaps we forget to emphasize
the heart of God. What I’m saying is that perhaps the
miracle of Christmas is more simple than theologians
make it, and it is simply that God the Son wanted to
and actually did live among us. Because he loved
humanity, he didn’t think it a waste of time or effort
to simply hang out and befriend us. To me, the
Incarnation is a reminder that Jesus wants to be a
friend to us and have a close relationship with us,
that the Holy Spirit is present with you now, and that
God the Father is a father who will never leave us.
Christmas is a reminder that God did just want to be
a distant deity to be worshiped from afar, but a close
personal presence in our lives.
On behalf of the staff at ECCR, I want to wish you
and your loved ones a Merry Christmas and Happy
Holidays. I also want to remind you of the incredible
miracle that we celebrate; Immanuel, “God with us,”
because he loves us!
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BEEFSTEAK IN A TRUCK!

ECCR wasn’t able to hold our Annual Beefsteak Dinner in person
this year so we did the next best thing, we held it in a food truck!
On September 21 we hosted a curbside pick-up dinner event
featuring Nightingale’s Beefsteak and Tastefully British Fish
& Chips and Chicken Fingers & Fries. The response from our
supporters was fantastic, and we received many rave reviews.
We hope to be back in person next year but if not, look for the
food truck event again.
Thank you to Columbia Bank Foundation for sponsoring the event.

HOLIDAY WISH LIST 2021
ADMINISTRATION/STAFF
TD Bank gift cards –24 ($25 value)
iPads
Apple watch
Air buds
Columbia Bank presenting check to ECCR Photo: Kimberly Salles,
Ana Vaz, Karen Mullane, Daryl Rogers, Paul Vicente

CASE MANAGEMENT

Small refrigerator – 2.7 cubic feet depth
8 x 10, 16 x 20 & collage frames
Tupperware containers

ADULT DAY PROGRAM
Bluetooth speaker – 6
iPad –2
40” Smart TV – 2
Roku –3
Gift cards to Michaels,
Walmart, Hobby Lobby,
Christmas Tree Shop

ALL RESIDENT LOCATIONS

FALL FESTIVAL

With the fall season in full swing, RAVE hosted a

Fall Festival on October 7. In keeping with seasonal
themes, staff and residents enjoyed a day of fall

activities outside on the back patio. The weather

was beautiful, sun was shining, and the smell of the
season was in the air.

Residents enjoyed having their pictures taken in

front of two autumn-themed backdrops and painting
pumpkins. They also enjoyed various fall treats

like apple cider donuts, sweet potato pie, cookies,

PIECE OF THE COUNTRY FAIR

pumpkin cupcakes, and apple cider. The residents
were laughing and smiling from ear to ear, and
everyone had a great time.
Instructors turned the one-day event into a week-long
project by helping residents decorate picture frames
for their photos. Staff also worked with their groups to
carve and decorate pumpkins for a contest.
Thank you to Cedar Hill Nursery for donating the
pumpkins, hay, and cornstalks that helped to
transform our backyard into a festive fall scene.

ECCR’s Piece of the Country Fair was held in October and it was a
wonderful time to see old and new friends. Crowds of visitors stopped by
to celebrate fall by purchasing fall plants and décor. A fan favorite was
the Dutch Cheese and Treats booth, where a wide assortment of Dutch
specialty products was available. Pumpkin painting was a fun activity for
the kids, and everyone—old and young—enjoyed the classic car show.
Food trucks rounded out the event, selling a variety of tasty options,
including ollie bollen, pizza, gourmet hot dogs, and ice cream.
We want to extend our appreciation to Cedar Hill Church for hosting the
event and a special “thank you” to Cedar Hill Nursery, Van Wingerden
Greenhouses, and DeGroot Greenhouses for the beautiful plants. We look
forward to seeing everyone next year on October 8, 2022!
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NURSING

Emergency kit
Oxygen emergency bag

THERAPY SERVICES
GoPro camera

Food processors – Cuisinart (DFP-14BCNY) – 10
Gift cards to stores: Michaels, Target, Walmart, Hobby
Lobby, Christmas Tree Shop, Bed Bath & Beyond

Gift cards to restaurants: Dunkin Donuts, Wendy’s,
Applebee’s, Boston Market, Burger King and
local restaurants.

BELMONT GROUP HOME

HOLLY LODGE

Toaster
Food storage containers (cereal & cookies)
Electric can opener
50” Smart TV

Karaoke machine
Gift certificate for dining room set for 6

CRESCENT AVE GROUP HOME
Pot set
Blender
Toaster

GOFFLE HILL GROUP HOME

OAK LODGE

Coffee pot
Gift certificate for living room & dining room sets

HAMILTON GROUP HOME

Art work for kitchen
Gift certificate for window treatments
50” Smart TV
Tool set

HILLTOP GROUP HOME

Toast oven
Toaster
Knife set
Cookware set
Gas grill
Patio umbrella
Gift certificate for window treatments

Toaster oven
Food storage containers (cereal & cookies)
Electric can opener
Gift certificate for window treatments

ROCKLEDGE GROUP HOME
Gift certificate for living room chairs

WALDWICK GROUP HOME

Pot set
Kitchen trash can
Electric can opener
Bathroom set
Gift certificate for window treatments

WILLOW LODGE

Toaster oven
Food storage containers (cereal & cookies)
Electric can opener
Gift certificate for window treatments

If you would like a copy of the Holiday Wish List for our residents please contact us at info@ECCRetreat.org
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700 Mountain Ave.
Wyckoff, New Jersey 07481

Follow us on:

Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat

ECCR Board of
Directors

ECCRetreat

PINK OUT 2021

Staff and residents showed their true colors during the month of October--Pink for
Breast Cancer Awareness Month!

Tim Parker, President
Kris Pepper,
Vice President
Laura Gorter, Secretary
Steve Hulsebos, Treasurer
Mark Borst
Bill Bushman
Ken Kuiken
Tom Ludwig
Keith Post
John H. Prol, Jr.
Daryl Rogers, CEO
Laura Lupica, COO

ECCR Locations
Main Campus
(Bushman Building,
Holly Lodge, Oak Lodge
and Willow Lodge)
Wyckoff
Belmont House
North Haledon
Crescent Ave House
Allendale
Hamilton House
Allendale
Hawthorne House
Hawthorne
Hillside House
Midland Park
Hilltop House
North Haledon
Goffle Hill House
Hawthorne
Mountain Ave House
Wyckoff
Rockledge House
Hawthorne
Sweetman House
Wyckoff
Waldwick House
Waldwick

ECCR MISSION

The Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat is a private, non-profit organization created to support
individuals with a broad range of intellectual and developmental disabilities. The sincere desire
of the founders and the Board of Directors is that each resident have the opportunity to achieve
personal growth and a meaningful life. Such a life will be ministered to our residents by a
caring, skilled and dedicated staff and guided by our Christian calling and principles.

ECCR VISION

Trusting in God, and honoring the Christian commitment of its founders, ECCR will continue
to support persons with developmental disabilities throughout all stages of life. To assure that
each person shall realize his/her full potential as a child of God and be satisfactorily integrated
within society, a variety of resources shall be used including residential care, adult programs
and training, social and spiritual nurture and community advocacy.

