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By Andrew Bagge, Therapy Services Coordinator

1976. That was the year I had to make 
some decisions about my future. I was 
having some difficulties with that and 
needed an income as I sorted through 
things. I had a friend who worked at 
ECCR, as Hope Christian was known 
at the time. She said that I should try 

my luck getting work there. The job, taking care of DD 
people sounded interesting. Although I have to admit 
I did not quite know what “taking care of” meant. So, 
I applied and accepted a job as a CCA or Child Care 
Aide. I figured I would stay for maybe six weeks, or 
perhaps a little longer.
Three years later, having gotten hooked on these folks, 
I was still working in direct care. At that time, the 
physical therapist invited me to join that department 
as an aide. I accepted and she became my mentor. 
She taught me a great deal including how to manage 
people with neurological issues, positioning, and 
adaptive equipment. The therapy disciplines worked 
closely together with educational staff. All of us 
received training by various professionals in mealtime 
interventions, movement exercises and the fine points 

of engaging with people with developmental and 
intellectual disabilities. 
During this time, educational programs and a small 
adult program took shape. I enjoyed adapting 
equipment to provide optimal positioning and also 
ways to access things in their environment through 
switches and other gadgets. I found this to be very 
rewarding, and in fact still do. So, during the next 
period I built, adapted, and maintained equipment. I 
enjoyed working with the various disciplines – Physical 
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, as well 
as educators and behaviorists. We all worked together 
to provide the best outcomes we could for the people 
we supported.
The agency grew and became more complex. 
Therapists began working for other agencies within 
the bushman building that served our residents, but 
that left the therapy department without a head. I was 
asked to take on that role and I accepted. This meant 
I became more involved in the overall workings of 
things and had to hand over much of the equipment 
responsibilities to a new staff member. I received 
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Dear friends,
The word “Advent” comes from the Latin adventus, 
which means “coming” or “arrival.”  As we celebrate 
this season, the expectation we have in the coming of 
Jesus to this world brings us to a place of hope and 
joy.  It’s also a past, present, and future advent:

• Jesus came to this world as a baby, fulfilling the 
promises that were made thousands of years 
before.  Isaiah 7:14 says,” Therefore the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.”  He would come to redeem sinners, 
those who repent and believe in His name.

• Jesus comes to dwell in the hearts of His people.  
He lives through them as they become image-
bearers of Him. “For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.” – Romans 8:29

• Jesus will come again a second time, redeeming a 
people to Himself forever. “And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.” – John 14:3

As we care for those who are the most helpless 
among us, I am daily reminded of the hope we have in 
Jesus who came to those who were the feeblest and 
most needy.  There is also the hope of one day being 
united with Him, fully restored. 

At Hope Christian Services, we also continue to 
focus on our strategic initiatives that are well under 
way.  Along with the construction of several new 
group homes in Passaic and Bergen counties, we 
have completed the first phase of our day program 
building project.  This new area is complete with 
a pre-vocational workshop, sensory room, and a 
music therapy classroom to enhance the lives of our 
residents and guests.  In addition, the renovation of 
the new lobby is complete, providing a warm welcome 
to all who visit us.

Through the business of construction projects, 
the love and care provided to the residents by our 
magnificent staff has been constant.  While walking 
the halls and visiting the homes, our residents’ faces 
say it all with huge smiles and big hugs.  This again 
is a reminder of the hope we give to them and their 
loved ones.  It’s also a greater remembrance of the 
hope we have in Jesus who has promised to never 
leave or forsake us.

As we enter this advent season, my prayer is that 
each of us will keep focus on the greatest Hope, the 
Lord Jesus who came to be with us, to dwell in us 
and who is also coming again.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Joyous Holiday 
Season, 
 

 
 
Daryl Rogers

Welcome to our new Board Members
Sandra Bottge, North Haledon, N.J.
Sandy was born in Wyckoff, NJ, and graduated from 
Messiah College in 1990. She is the Principal at 
Eastern Christian Elementary School and serves on 
HCS Strategic Planning Committee. Sandy and her 
husband, Rob, have two children. Matthew is a college 
student studying criminal justice. Kevin is a special 
needs child. Rob and Sandy continue to trust in the 
Lord as they experience the joys and challenges of 
raising a child with special needs. Rob and Sandy 
attend Cornerstone Christian Church in Wyckoff.

Ron de Waal Malefyt, Midland Park, N.J.
Ron is a former Hope Christian Services Board 
member who served from 2001- 2007 and 2009-2016. 
Ron continues to serve on our Facilities Committee 
and has always been a participant in our Country Fair. 
Ron is the owner of Skyland Greenhouse and is a 
faithful member of Midland Park CRC where he serves 
as an Administrative Elder. 

A message from our CEO
support and encouragement from 
the administrator at the time 
and developed new interests in 
agency wide processes. I joined 
committees and chaired several 
over the next years. I felt I was 
contributing to the functioning of 
the organization as a whole.
After a time, I found it necessary 
to pull back a little from agency 
wide commitments and focus 
back on Therapy Services. The 
residential program was poised 
to move into the community and 
they needed to receive supports 
without interruption. I used what 
I had learned to create a more 

effective and efficient department 
that provides supports to people in 
both residential and day programs. 
Presently we are poised to expand 
Therapy Services to provide more 
varied and extensive programming.
Hope Christian has been a 
part of my life since I was a 
teenager. I have met my best 
friends here. I have worked with 
extraordinary professionals and 
paraprofessionals. And lastly, I 
have had the great pleasure and 
privilege to work with some of 
the finest therapists one could 
hope to work with. The agency 
does fantastic work with the 

most special residents. I am 
glad my 6-week stint turned into 
something better. My life has been 
enhanced. And I can only hope 
others’ lives have been enhanced 
by my presence.

Beefsteak & Silent Auction

Daryl Rogers

Aloha from HCS. Is there a better way to spend an 
October evening than at the Hope Christian Services 
luau themed Beefsteak Dinner and Silent Auction? 
We don’t think so. Our guests had a fun and festive 
time enjoying the event. Everyone was greeted with 
a lei upon arrival to set the mood. Colorful Hawaiian 
shirts were everywhere. Laughter and smiles were 
all around. A fantastic assortment of silent auction 
baskets and items were displayed for guests to bid on. 
As the evening progressed the main attraction, the 
Beefsteak catered by Nightingales, was served. Bread 
towers were constructed on the tables as the trays 
continued to be delivered to each table. It was a 
delicious meal. 

Special thank you to our sponsors the HCS Board 
of Directors, Christian Health and Columbia Bank 
as well as all the table sponsors. All proceeds from 
the Beefsteak are designated for enhancing the 
programs and services offered to our residents.

Our next Beefsteak and Silent Auction is scheduled for April 
27, 2023. 

Volunteer • Donate • Share your stories @HopeChristian.org



Merry Christmas friends and family of Hope 
Christian Services,
I’m guessing with the rise of online shopping that 
gift giving isn’t as stressful as it once was.  Still I’m a 
pretty terrible gift giver.  If you’re ever at a Christmas 
party with me and we’re playing that white elephant 
gift exchange game, don’t pick the present I brought; 
no one’s gonna steal it from you, and you’ll be stuck 
having to take it home.  I once bought my wife one 
of those water bath foot massaging contraptions for 
Christmas; I’m not a good enough writer to express 
the utter look of disappointment on her face when 
she opened that one.  We’ve come to the point in our 
relationship where my wife just tells me what to buy 
her for Christmas.  I know what my problem is.  I’m 
prone to practicality; so I’m fine with socks, clothes, 
or Home Depot gift cards, so I think that these make 
for perfectly good gifts to others.  I know there are a 
lot of other people like me, they just don’t live in my 
house.  Most people want fun gifts, something they 
wouldn’t buy for themselves or even know they want.   
It might be strange to think of the Incarnate Christ 

as a present from God the Father, but Jesus really 
was the perfect gift for the human race.  Christianity 
teaches that Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection would 
ultimately become the means by which humanity 
could find redemption from God; so in that sense 
Jesus is the gift that we desperately needed.  On the 
flip side, what could be more lavish, extravagant, and 
dare I say impractical than God coming to live among 
people as a baby?  I find it humbling that God the 
Son, co-creator of the universe, wanted to live among 
people.  To me, it’s a reminder that God not only loves 
us, but he likes us and wants to be with us.  It’s also 
a reminder that as a chaplain that the best way I can 
love our residents is to simply spend time with them.  

On behalf of the staff at Hope, I want to wish you 
all a Merry Christmas!  This Holiday Season, I hope 
that you spend some good time with loved ones.  I 
also pray that you would take a little time off for 
yourselves and reflect on how much you are loved 
by our Lord Jesus, whose Incarnation we celebrate 
this season. 

Golf4Flo 2022
The HCS Annual Golf4Flo outing 
was held on October 3. It was 
a fantastic day with 142 golfers 
joining together at the Haworth 
Country Club to support Hope 
Christian Services. John Teresi and 
his brothers, along with the G4F 
committee put in many hours to 
ensure that the day ran smoothly 
and all participants had a great 
time. 
Early in the day people participated 
in some contests including putting, 
corn hole and chipping. After a BBQ 
the golf carts set out to start the 
day on the course. It was a little 
chilly but that didn’t stop  

 

this group from giving it their all.  
Everyone gathered for awards and 
dinner after a day on the course. 
Live music was provided by Richard 
Teresi and his band. 

John Teresi commented, “I can’t 
believe it is our 8th outing! My 
family and I are very moved and 
appreciate all of the love and 
support given by our family and 
friends.”  Thank you to all the 
golfers, sponsors, and volunteers 
for making this day such a 
success!

Mark your calendar early, next year 
G4F is on October 2, 2023. 

Winning Foursome 
Scott Findlay Group

Longest Drive
Women: Julie Jamieson 

Men: Dave Ritter

Closest to the Pin
Women: Julie Jamieson 

Men: Ryan Ruthven

Putting Contest
Tae Shung

Chipping Contest
KW Shin

Corn Hole Contest
Steve Van Woudenberg

Thank you to all our sponsors:
Platinum Sponsor: Regency Wealth
Silver Sponsor: Kuiken Brothers, Pumping Solutions
Bronze Sponsor: LPL Financial, Shehadi Commercial Flooring
Golf Ball Sponsor: FKA Architects
Hole In Sponsor: Avanti Electrical
Beat the Pro Sponsor: Maywood Knights of Columbus
Beverage Cart Sponsor: TAJ, Mannington Electrical
Dinner Sponsor: Cantlon Lighting
Lunch Sponsor: Maywood Knights of Columbus, TriPlex 
Industries
Putting Contest Sponsor: Michael Halebian
Chipping Contest Sponsor: Glen Rock Inn
Closest to the Pin Sponsor: Cantlon Lighting
Longest Drive Sponsor: Cantlon Lighting, Lighthouse 
Pregnancy Resource Center
Corn Hole Sponsor: Teresi Family
Tee Box Sponsors: 2C Construction, Campett, Cantlon 
Lighting, Cedar Hill Nursery, Clean LLC , Arturo Gravino, 
Michael Halebian, Hawthorne Technologies, HCS Board of 
Directors, HCS G4F Committee, Landscape Supply, Teresi 
Family, Van Wingerden Greenhouses

Health, Healing, and 
Wellness for All Ages
Founded in 1911, Christian Health is a non-profit, health-
care organization offering a continuum of high-quality 
senior living, short-term rehabilitation, and mental-
health services. For more than a century, Christian 
Health has grown and expanded to meet the changing 
needs of the community.

Please call (201) 848-5200 for more information.

Health, Healing, and Wellness for All Ages
Health, Healing, and Wellness for All Ages

Embrace 
tomorrow

Senior Life    Short-term Rehab    
Mental Health    The Vista

ChristianHealthNJ.org Wayne Wyckoff

306 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD, OAKLAND, NJ 07436  -  FKARCH.COM  -  201-644-0505

Andrew M. Aran
CFA

Mark D. Reitsma 
CFP®, CMFC, AEP®

Timothy G. Parker 
CFA, AEP®

Bryan D. Kabot 
CFP®, AAMS®

Mark M. Andraos
CFP®, CFA

Gavin Charlton

Committed to helping you work toward your financial goals through 
planning and objective advice. Please call us today to schedule a 

consultation to determine if we can assist you as you plan your future.

500 North Franklin Turnpike, Suite 212, Ramsey, NJ 07446 

201-447-5850  www.regencywealth.com
We typically work with clients with investable assets in excess of $750,000

From the Office of the Chaplain
Pastor Yohan Lee

“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 
saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” (Matt 2:9-11)



Holiday Wish List 
Each year we share our Holiday Wish List. This includes items for all resident locations as well 
as departments. If you would like to receive a copy of the Holiday Wish List for our residents, 
please contact info@HopeChristian.org or 201-848-8005 ext 208 or 230. 

All Resident Locations

Piece of the Fair 
Over 50 years ago, Hope Christian 
Services (ECCR) began hosting the 
Annual Country Fair as the main 
fundraiser to secure the necessary 
funds to open our organization. The 
Fair continued as a staple of the 
Wyckoff community for 53 years. Since 
we ended the event a few years ago, 
we have received requests to bring 
back some fan favorites. For the past 
2 years we have hosted “Piece of the 
Fair”. 

In October we hosted Piece of the Fair 
at Cedar Hill Church. It was so nice to 
see supporters, old and new, connect 
and share stories. The history  

of Hope Christian Services (ECCR) 
is rich. People remember the idea 
of our organization being presented, 
the tireless fundraising efforts to 
raise enough money to build the 
first building, and the day our first 
residents called ECCR home. As we 
have continued to grow to now include 
our main building, 3 lodges, and 15 
community-based group homes our 
supporters have grown too. We are 
blessed that so many people support 
the mission of HCS and the work that 
we started over 50 years ago and 
continue to do today. 

Our famous plant sale from the fair 
can now be found at Piece of the 
Fair. Cedar Hill Nursery, De Groot 
Greenhouses and Van Wingerden 

Greenhouses donated a beautiful 
array of mums and fall plants. The 
Dutch Treats booth had a wonderful 
assortment of cheeses and treats from 
the Holland American Bakery. The kids 
enjoyed pumpkin painting, games and 
a trackless train. Food trucks offered a 
delicious variety of options; Tastefully 
British, Bob O’s Cheesesteaks, Who 
Cut the Cheese Lady and the ice 
cream lady. There was something for 
everyone.

Thank you to Bill Bushman 
for helping to coordinate this 
event. We look forward to seeing 
everyone on September 16, 2023 
at Cedar Hill Church for the next 
Piece of the Fair! 

The God of Hope 
By Laura Gorter, Secretary, HCS Board of Directors

Hope! Hope Christian Services has a new 
sign! Have you seen it yet? I love the new 
sign and how the logo includes a bright 
radiant sunshine within the word HOPE. 
Isn’t sunshine the perfect representation 
of the word Hope? Nearly 20 years ago my 
(then) 5-year-old son asked me “Mommy, 
what does hope mean?” Kind of a weird 

question for a 5-year-old to ask. At the time, our family was 
in the darkest of days because of the sudden death of our 
daughter/sister Elise. We needed hope. We talked a lot about 
hope.  The God of hope that we believed in needed to rescue 
us from the darkness of despair. Hope is something that is 
hard to put into words. It can be a thing or an action. Hope 
can be defined as a belief or expectation that a desire will 
be fulfilled.  Hope can also be in a person or something on 
which hopes are focused.  Trust is a big part of hope.  

God, because of his love for the world, brought us hope 
that first Christmas Day when he kept his promise to Adam 
and Eve and sent his Son, Jesus as a baby boy. Jesus calls 
himself the Light of the world. Sunshine in the darkness. 
Hope! Jesus came to destroy the darkness of evil in this 
world and the brokenness it causes not only in our own lives, 
but in the world. The world can be a better place because 
he brings hope for new life now… and for eternity.  Jesus’ 
death and resurrection won the victory over the darkness, 
but until Jesus comes again, we must move forward with 
the hope that all things are being made new. Life is hard. 
People suffer all kinds of brokenness because of the effects 
of sin upon this world. Death, disease, disability, difficult 
relationships, accidents, addictions and countless other trials 
and hardships are a part of our lives. Life can feel hopeless 

and dark. We need the sunshine of love and hope that only 
God can give through Jesus. 

As a Christian, my hope for all things in this life is to expect 
with confidence that all God’s promises are true. Because 
God is trustworthy and loving.  I can trust that God kept my 
daughter Elise safe in his care, even at the very moment 
an accident destroyed her earthly body. I expect this with 
confidence because she knew Jesus as her Savior, and God 
promised to prepare a place for her in heaven. My family and 
I have experienced the darkness, but the God of hope and 
God’s family helped my family live on with hope.

This hope is what Tret Bushman and Ann Morgan sought to 
give families when they started this home for intellectually 
and developmentally disabled children and adults. The home 
we now call Hope Christian Services. Tret and Ann knew that 
the parents of these children and the children themselves 
needed hope for a meaningful, purposeful life. The challenges 
and hardships that come with disabilities can feel like a 
dark, hopeless place. Hope Christian brings sunshine into the 
lives of families that need special services for their family 
members. Hope Christian is so very grateful to these families 
for the privilege it is to be entrusted with the care of their 
loved ones.  Through its dedicated staff, Hope Christian 
Services provides a life filled with hope and love for each 
resident. Until Jesus comes again, Hope Christian Services 
will continue to work towards a world of inclusion for all 
people, by showing the hope and love of Jesus. Jesus said in 
John 8:12, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

May this Christmas be a true celebration of hope for 
you and your loved ones no matter what is going on 
in your life. “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”. 
(Romans 15:13)  

Belmont Group Home
• Unbreakable plates and 

cups, service for 5
• Frying Pan
• iPad

Crescent Group Home
• Pot Set
• Kettle
• Mixing Bowl Set
• iPad

Goffle Hill Group Home
• Baking pans - 4

Hamilton Group Home
• Food processor (Cuisinart 

Model DFP-14BCNY)
• Toaster
• iPad

Hillside Group Home
• Non-Stick Pots
• Frying Pans (10 – 12 Inch)
• Wide Slot Toaster (2)
• Non-Slip XL/Long Bathmats

Hilltop Group Home
• Gift certificate for Window 

Treatment
• Gift Certificate for Carpet

Holly Lodge
• Food processor (Cuisinart 

Model DFP-14BCNY)
• Placemats (8)

Mountain Ave Group Home
• Air Fryer
• Pressure Cooker
• 65” TV
• iPad

Oak Lodge
• Tupperware Bowl Set
• Placemats (8)
• Karaoke machine

Rockledge Group Home
• Pot set
• Bathroom towels

Sweetman
• Gas BBQ Grill
• Pots & Pans

Waldwick Group Home
• Pot Set
• Unbreakable dish set
• Seasonal Placements (4)

Willow Lodge
• Pot Set
• Knife Set

• Bluetooth Karaoke Machine

Nursing 
• Blood pressure cuffs
• Back supports

Rave (Adult Day Program)
• Arts & Crafts supplies
• Season Decorations (indoor and outdor)
• Gift Cards to Hobby Lobby, Michaels, Target, 

Walmart
• Storage Containers – all sizes

Rise – Staff Appreciation
• Gift Bags (300)
• $25 gift cards (24)

Therapy Services
• Battery Operated Stuffed Animals (3)
• Switch Adapted Camera Shutter
• Markers
• Light Up Wand
• Spin Art
• Boxes of Cookie and Brownie Mix (10)

Departments
contact info@HopeChristian.org for links for specific items

• Gift cards to restaurants, Amazon, clothing 
stores, department stores

• Holiday themed decorations and craft 
supplies

• iPads
• Arts & Craft supplies

Volunteer • Donate • Share your stories @HopeChristian.org
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Blessings from Ridgewood Christian 
Reformed Church
On November 15 Rev. Mary Stegink from Ridgewood Christian Reformed Church 
visited Hope Christian Services with a generous gift from the congregation. On 
June 26, 2022 Ridgewood CRC held their final service. After 79½ years they made 
the difficult decision to disband. After the sale of the parsonage and the church 
property was finalized, the congregation voted on where to donate the funds. Hope 
Christian Services received a generous donation. Additionally, a second donation 
was received in memory of Calvin and Jackie Kort. We are grateful to Ridgewood 
CRC for keeping HCS, our residents and the work we do in their hearts. This 
support will go a long way to enhance the programs and services that benefit our 
residents. 

Mission
Guided by our Christian calling, we serve individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities by providing a life filled with hope and love. 

Main Campus 
(Bushman Building, Holly Lodge, Oak 
Lodge & Willow Lodge) – Wyckoff
Belmont House 
North Haledon
Crescent Ave House 
Allendale
Colfax House 
Wayne
Goffle Hill House 
Hawthorne
Hamilton House 
Allendale
Hawthorne House 
Hawthorne
Hillside House 
Midland Park
Hilltop House 
North Haledon
Mountain Ave House 
Wyckoff
Peter’s Lane House 
North Haledon
Rockledge House 
Hawthorne
Sweetman House 
Wyckoff
Waldwick House  
Waldwick
Yawpo House 
Oakland 
 
HCS Board of Directors
Tim Parker, President 
Kris Pepper, Vice President 
Laura Gorter, Secretary 
Steve Hulsebos, Treasurer 
Mark Borst 
Sandra Bottge 
Bill Bushman 
Ron de Waal Malefyt 
Ken Kuiken 
Keith Post 
John H. Prol, Jr.  
Daryl Rogers, CEO 
Laura Lupica, COO

HCS Locations

January/February 2023 – Valentine’s Day Candy Sale

March/April 2023 – Easter Candy Sale

April 27, 2023 – Beefsteak Dinner & Silent Auction

September 16, 2023 – Piece of the Fair

October 2, 2023 – Golf4Flo

Upcoming Events

Follow us on: Hope Christian Services HopeChristianServices

“Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be 
upon us, even as we hope in you.”

– Psalm 33:22


